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importance is growing. It consists of the young officers who,
secretly or openly, are resolute members of the party or have a
similar revolutionary outlook. These are the new generation,
with the doctrinaire obstinacy and unteachability of the
young They are dangerous because they are fanatical; they
are full of the new principles of violence and determined
revolutionism, and a source of incalculable ferment. In them
spiritual nihilism has produced a positive attitude. Their
contempt of the normal standards of civil life extends to the
traditional standards of the nobility, of the soldier's profession,
and of legitimism. They have no more respect for Christianity
than for any other "mythology." They have their own con-
ception of heroism, the heroism of the modern mechanized
army. They heartily despise their commanding officers as
respectable old gentlemen. Theirs is a new form of National
Bolshevism, a revolutionism entirely immune to any sort of
educative influence because of the confidence and conceit of its
representatives.
The development in this younger generation of a new type of
German officer, with its own standards and modes of expression,
is all the more steady and certain because the old traditions are
being passed on generally by inadequate and outmoded
methods. Moreover, even the firmest adherents of a monarchist
and Christian outlook have suffered a loss of faith in the old
standards which damps their own spirit and robs them of all
power of conviction in their relations with the new generation.
The newly-acquired, would-be-humorous tone of roughness and
robustness, and the ostentatiously assumed loftiness of bearing
of the older men, cannot conceal from the observer with any
insight the real virtues underlying their deliberately adopted
mask; but they have no educative influence at all on self-sure,
uncompromising young revolutionaries with their "heroic"
ideal. A certain seriousness and sense of duty seems to be
giving place more and more throughout the nation, and even